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Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.6.29—7.7.9
—

March 15, 1971, Bombay

710315SB-BOMBAY  [25:24 Minutes]

 Audio 

Prabhupada:

prahräda tvaà vayaà cäpi
narte 'nyaà vidmahe gurum
etäbhyäà guru-puträbhyäà

bälänäm api héçvarau

bälasyäntaùpura-sthasya
mahat-saìgo duranvayaù

chindhi naù saàçayaà saumya
syäc ced visrambha-käraëam

[SB 7.6.29–30]

[The sons of the demons replied: Dear Prahläda, neither you nor we know
any teacher or spiritual master other than Çaëòa and Amarka, the sons of
Çukräcärya. After all, we are children and they our controllers. For you
especially, who always remain within the palace, it is very difficult to associate
with a great personality. Dear friend, most gentle one, would you kindly
explain how it was possible for you to hear Närada? Kindly dispel our doubts in
this regard.]

So after hearing from Prahläda Mahäräja the son's of the demons, they said
that, "You have stated that your knowledge was received from Närada. It
appears to be little astonishing because, so far we are concerned, we do not



2

know any other teacher than Ñaëòa and Amarka." Two teachers were
appointed for instructing Prahläda Mahäräja, their names were Ñaëòa and
Amarka and these two teachers were strictly prohibited by Hiraëyakaçipu not
to talk anything about Kåñëa.

When Prahläda Mahäräja was chanting Hare Kåñëa the two teachers were
called for, "Why you have taught all this nonsense to my son?" The teachers
replied, "My dear Sir, we do not teach this boy Hare Kåñëa but naturally he
chants Hare Kåñëa. We do not know what is the cause." And after that
Hiraëyakaçipu decided that some of the men of Hare Kåñëa party must be
stealthily coming to Prahläda and have had instructed him about this Kåñëa
consciousness. So he tried to chastise him in different ways even by putting
him on the fire or dropping him from the top of the hill, throwing him
underneath the legs of an elephant, putting him amongst the snakes, in so
many ways he wanted to stop him, but he was unsuccessful.

Then Prahläda Mahäräja took the chance of preaching the Kåñëa cult amongst
the boy-class-friends. And the boys, they were astonished, "How is that,
Prahläda was preaching so nicely about spiritual matters? Wherefrom he
learned it?" So Prahläda Mahäräja replied that, "I have learned this from Çré
Närada Mahäräja. Närada Åñi." Therefore they're inquiring astonishingly,
"How is that you have learned this knowledge from Närada?" 

[coughs] "First thing is that your father has appointed only these two teachers
and he is very strict not to allow you to meet any other one, neither it was
possible for you to go from the palace anywhere to learn these transcendental
subjects. So how can we believe that you have learned this transcendental
Kåñëa consciousness from Närada Muni?" This was their question.

evaà daitya-sutaiù påñöo
mahä-bhägavato 'suraù
uväca tän smayamänaù
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smaran mad-anubhäñitam
[SB 7.7.1]

[Närada Muni said: Although Prahläda Mahäräja was born in a family of
asuras, he was the greatest of all devotees. Having thus been questioned by his
class friends, the sons of the asuras, he remembered the words spoken to him by
me and replied to his friends as follows.]

This story of Prahläda Mahäräja was being narrated by Närada himself to
Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira. So after hearing. So Närada is a spiritual master of
Prahläda Mahäräja. Therefore Prahläda Mahäräja, after hearing his class
friends, the demoniac sons that, "How it is possible that you have learned it
from Närada?" To answer this question he first of all remembered the lotus feet
of his spiritual master Närada and smilingly began to reply as follows:

prahräda uväca—Prahläda Mahäräja said;

pitari prasthite 'smäkaà
tapase mandaräcalam

yuddhodyamaà paraà cakrur
vibudhä dänavän prati

[SB 7.7.2] 

[Prahläda Mahäräja said: When our father, Hiraëyakaçipu, went to
Mandaräcala Mountain to execute severe austerities, in his absence the
demigods, headed by King Indra, made a severe attempt to subdue all the
demons in warfare.]

[coughs]

pitari prasthite 'smäkaà
tapase mandaräcalam

yuddhodyamaà paraà cakrur
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vibudhä dänavän prati
[SB 7.7.2] 

saptame mätå-garbha-sthe
svasmin närada-bhäñitam
prahrädo varëayäm äsa
çiñya-pratyaya-siddhaye

[Bhävärtha-dépikä, 7.7, intro]

açrävi näradäd etan
mayä garbha itéritum

tat prastäva-kathäm äha
padyaiùñoòaçabhiù sudhéù
[Bhävärtha-dépikä, 7.7.1]

In this chapter Prahläda Mahäräja will describe how he learned from Närada
Åñi spiritual instruction even from within the womb of his mother.

asmäkaà pitari hiraëyakaçipau. sva-kåtenaiva päpena päpo ’säva-bhakñi bhakñita
iti harñeëa vadanto yuddhodyamaà cakruù.

[Bhävärtha-dépikä, 7.7.2-5]

pipélikair ahir iva
diñöyä lokopatäpanaù
päpena päpo 'bhakñéti
vadanto väsavädayaù

[SB 7.7.3]

["Alas, as a serpent is eaten by small ants, so the troublesome Hiraëyakaçipu,
who always inflicted miseries upon all types of people, has now been defeated
by the reactions of his own sinful activities." Saying this, the demigods, headed
by King Indra, arranged to fight the demons.]
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teñäm atibalodyogaà
niçamyäsura-yüthapäù

vadhyamänäù surair bhétä
dudruvuù sarvato diçam

kalatra-putra-vittäptän
gåhän paçu-paricchadän
nävekñyamäëäs tvaritäù
sarve präëa-parépsavaù

[SB 7.7.4–5]

[When the great leaders of the demons, who were being killed one after
another, saw the unprecedented exertion of the demigods in fighting, they
began to flee, scattering themselves in all directions. Simply to protect their
lives, they hastily fled from their homes, wives, children, animals and
household paraphernalia. Paying no heed to all these, the demons simply fled.]

So Prahläda Mahäräja describes that there was fight between the demons and
the demigods. So his father was leading the demons party, he was the leader of
the demons but this side, the demons, were defeated very heavily. So much so
that being afraid of being killed they left their homes, left their wealth and
everything and they fled away, yudhä paräm.

pipélikair ahir iva
diñöyä lokopatäpanaù

[SB 7.7.3]

[Alas, as a serpent is eaten by small ants, so the troublesome Hiraëyakaçipu,
who always inflicted miseries upon all types of people, has now been defeated
by the reactions of his own sinful activities." Saying this, the demigods, headed
by King Indra, arranged to fight the demons.]

This time the demigods defeated the demons exactly like a serpent eats the
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ants. The serpent eats the ants. Just like a small ant is very insignificant before
a venomous serpent similarly the demons were just like ants and the demigods
were just like serpents and they swallowed up.

päpena päpo 'bhakñéti
vadanto väsavädayaù

[SB 7.7.3]

teñäm atibalodyogaà
niçamyäsura-yüthapäù

vadhyamänäù surair bhétä
dudruvuù sarvato diçam

[SB 7.7.4]

[When the great leaders of the demons, who were being killed one after
another, saw the unprecedented exertion of the demigods in fighting, they
began to flee, scattering themselves in all directions. Simply to protect their
lives, they hastily fled from their homes, wives, children, animals and
household paraphernalia. Paying no heed to all these, the demons simply fled.]

In this way, although they are very powerful, still they were scattered by the
fighting of the demigods. So much so that they gave up their wives, children
and wealth, house. Paçu-paricchadän—their animals and dresses. These are, for
a family man, these are the objects of attraction. Kalatra—first, first attraction
is wife, the second attraction is children, the third attraction is wealth and the
forth attraction is friends, the fifth attraction is house, the sixth attraction
animals and seventh attraction is nice dresses. 

Nävekñyamäëäs tvaritäù sarve präëa. All these paraphernalia are very attractive
for a materialistic person but being afraid of their life they did not care for all
these attractions, left home and fled away.

vyalumpan räja-çibiram
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amarä jaya-käìkñiëaù
indras tu räja-mahiñéà

mätaraà mama cägrahét
[SB 7.7.6]

[The victorious demigods plundered the palace of Hiraëyakaçipu, the king
of the demons, and destroyed everything within it. Then Indra, king of
heaven, arrested my mother, the Queen.]

Vyalumpan räja-çibiram

[pause]

sarvasväpahäreëa näçitavantaù 
[Bhävärtha-dépikä, 7.7.6–7]. 

vyalumpan räja-çibiram
amarä jaya-käìkñiëaù

[SB 7.7.6]

So the demon, kings, were practically lost of everything and the demigods,
being too much encouraged by the defeat of the demons, they attacked all their
camps and tents in the battlefield. That is the way after the battle, the victory
is owed. The victorious party, they plunder the defeated party. I think this
system is still going on in the modern age. That is called "booty".

Devotee: Plundering.

Prabhupada: Yes, plundering. So the soldiers are given freedom even to rape
the women. The soldiers are very sexually that they do not get sex indulgence
in the battlefield so after winning a country they are given freedom to rape the
women. You know that?
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Devotee: Yes.

Prabhupada: They do that. I have seen one picture during the war, of course
that was a manipulated picture, the soldiers were raping. Not only that, I have
seen, in my childhood. That the British soldiers were let loose and they used to
go to the village and they used to rape the village woman as soon as they got
some opportunity. The officers are supplied with the nurses. The so-called
nurse means to satisfy the sex desires of the officers. 

They take so many nurses in the battlefield, not for the purpose of giving
nursing needs, wounded soldiers, but for satisfying the sex desires of the
officers, that's all. And the general, ordinary soldiers, wherever they will have
their camp, they will be allowed to go in the town and villages and capture any
women and rape it. They're given. They're given wine and they are given flesh
and facility for raping women just to keep them alive. This is the way of
modern fighting.

So anyway the, that system was not at all absent in those days. So this... He
says, Prahläda Mahäräja says here: 

vyalumpan räja-çibiram
amarä jaya-käìkñiëaù
indras tu räja-mahiñéà

mätaraà mama cägrahét
[SB 7.7.6]

Indra, Indra was the leader of the demigods. Prahläda Mahäräja says that,
"Indra, the king of heaven, personally attacked my mother. Personally:"

indras tu räja-mahiñéà
mätaraà mama cägrahét

[SB 7.7.6]
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Cockled. "Where you are going?" 

néyamänäà bhayodvignäà
rudatéà kurarém iva

yadåcchayägatas tatra
devarñir dadåçe pathi

[SB 7.7.7]

[As she was being led away, crying in fear like a kuraré captured by a vulture,
the great sage Närada, who at that time had no engagement, appeared on the
scene and saw her in that condition.]

So when Indra was forcibly taking away Prahläda's mother, dragging her, and
she was crying. At that time, all of sudden Närada Åñi was passing that way and
he appeared on the scene.

néyamänäà bhayodvignäà
rudatéà kurarém iva

yadåcchayägatas tatra
devarñir dadåçe pathi

[SB 7.7.7]

präha nainäà sura-pate
netum arhasy anägasam

muïca muïca mahä-bhäga
satéà para-parigraham

[SB 7.7.8]

[Närada Muni said: O Indra, King of the demigods, this woman is certainly
sinless. You should not drag her off in this merciless way. O greatly fortunate
one, this chaste woman is the wife of another. You must immediately release
her.]
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"Oh Indra, what you are doing? You are taking a woman who is already
married?" Eh? The idea is that the kñatriyas they can forcibly take away an
unmarried girl, that is allowed. But they are forbidden to touch even, a married
girl. So Närada Åñi, as soon as he saw that Indra was dragging Prahläda's
mother, so immediately he objected, "What is this?" Nainäà sura-pate netum
arhasy anägasam. "Oh, this is not good for you because she is innocent,
anägasam. Arhasy anägasam—without any fault. She is woman, married,
without any fault and you are dragging. No, no, don't do this. Immediately
release her, release her." Mahä-bhäga—"Oh you are so great, you should not do
this." Satéà mahä-bhäga. Satéà—"And this woman is chaste, you can not
touch." 

[pause]

anägasaà niraparädhäm enäà netuà märhaséti 
[Bhävärtha-dépikä, 7.7.8]

Then çré-indra uväca. After Indra being checked by Närada he replied:

äste 'syä jaöhare véryam
aviñahyaà sura-dviñaù

äsyatäà yävat prasavaà
mokñye 'rtha-padavéà gataù

[SB 7.7.9]

[King Indra said: In the womb of this woman, the wife of the demon
Hiraëyakaçipu, is the seed of that great demon. Therefore, let her remain in
our custody until her child is delivered, and then we shall release her.]

Indra says, "So for arresting this woman there is no other purpose, don't think
that I shall misbehave with her. No, that's not the point. But she has. She is
pregnant." Äste 'syä jaöhare véryam—"The semena of the demon Hiraëyakaçipu
is there within her womb. Véryam aviñahyaà sura-dviñaù—"And therefore the
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child which is growing within her womb must be a great enemy of the
demigods." Äsyatäà yävat prasavaà—"Therefore I want to keep under my
vigilance. I want to keep her under my vigilance until she gives birth to the
child. There is no other purpose. So I want to arrest her." 

äsyatäà yävat prasavaà
mokñye 'rtha-padavéà gataù

[SB 7.7.9]

aviñahyaà duùsaham. ato ’nayä prasava-paryantamaträsyatäm. tataç cärthasya
padavéà märgaà gataù präptaù san. jätaà putraà hatvä mokñyäméty arthaù.

[Bhävärtha-dépikä, 7.7.9]

So his father has gone to Mandaräcala Hill for undergoing severe austerities
and penances. Hiraëyakaçipu being defeated, he was not deserted, he left his
wife, children, home, wealth. Everything and went to the forest to undergo
austerities so that he may get power to kill the demigods. So in this case after
severe austerities he got perfection so much so that Lord Brahma himself came
to him. "What is your purpose of undergoing such severe austerities?" Then he
asked that, "Make me immortal." That was not possible. That is different story. 

So, äste 'syä jaöhare véryam. So Indra's reply was that, "I am just taking away this
woman under my custody to see that the child-demon which is already in the
womb of this woman. She is pregnant, as soon as the child-demon comes out I
will kill and then let her go away anywhere she likes.

So the purpose of the—Kaàsa the demon was planning to kill Kåñëa or the
head of the demigods. Similarly Indra was also planning to kill the child of
Hiraëyakaçipu. That, "As soon as the child is born I shall kill. Then I'll let her
go away." That's all. 

[pause] [indistinct] [break] 
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And those who are opposite numbers, they are demons. And these two kinds of
men in all the planets. All countries, all planets, everywhere.

Devotee: Even on upto Brahmaloka?

Prabhupada: Eh?

Devotee: Even on upto Brahmaloka?

Prabhupada: Yes. Why not? Maybe majority demigods. Just like India. Majority
demigods, minority demons. In your country majority demons. So this is all
everywhere you will find. Viñayaù khalu sarvataù syät, [SB 11.9.29]

[After many, many births and deaths one achieves the rare human form of
life, which, although temporary, affords one the opportunity to attain the
highest perfection. Thus a sober human being should quickly endeavor for the
ultimate perfection of life as long as his body, which is always subject to death,
has not fallen down and died. After all, sense gratification is available even in
the most abominable species of life, whereas Kåñëa consciousness is possible
only for a human being.]

Viñayaù—eating, sleeping, mating, defending and demons and
demigods—sarvataù. [End]


